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DETAILED ACTION 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 5, 9, 10, 16, 20, 21, and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Rhodes (US 6,140,630). 

Regarding Claim 16, Rhodes'630 teaches a pixel array (fig. 2, 200) including a 
plurality of pixels arranged in rows and columns (col. 2, lines 51-59), a plurality of buses 
each coupled to pixels in one row of the pixel array (fig. 4, element 42), a first line 
operative to carry a select voltage (line shown from select voltage VDD, element 36 and 
38), a second line operative to carry a row enable voltage (element 86, which is not 
shown in the figures, is the line that connects the charge pump 302 and 38), a charge 
pump boost circuit (302) operative to drive the second line to a boosted voltage, the 
boosted voltage being higher than the select voltage (col. 6, lines 62-67), a plurality of 
row drivers (fig. 2, element 210, although one is taught, it is inherent that a plurality of 
row drivers are present in the system to operate the plurality of rows), each row driver 
coupled to an associated one of the buses (also inherent since the device is coupled to 


1 Application/Control Number: 09/876,848 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2612 

210) and including a first circuit (fig. 4, element 38) operative to couple the bus to the 
first line in response to a row select signal (col. 6, lines 61+), the first circuit including a 
transistor (38) coupled to the second line (see fig. 4). 

Regarding Claim 20, Rhodes'630 teaches the select voltage comprises VDD (fig. 
4, select voltage VDD is couple to the first line as discussed in Claim 16). 

Regarding Claim 21, Rhodes'630 teaches the select voltage is about 3.3 volts 
(referred to as 5V; col. 6, line 67), and the boosted voltage is about 4.2 volts (referred to 
as 6V; col. 8, line 55). 

Regarding Claim 27, Rhodes'630 teaches each pixel comprises an active pixel 
sensor including a photoreceptor and an in-pixel follower transistor (col. 3, lines 45+). 

Claim 5 is analyzed and discussed with respect to Claim 16. (See rejection of 
Claim 16 above.) 

Claim 9 is analyzed and discussed with respect to Claim 20. (See rejection of 
Claim 20 above.) 

Claim 10 is analyzed and discussed with respect to Claim 27. (See rejection of 
Claim 27 above.) 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 6-8, 11-15, 17-19, and 22-26 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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4. Claims 1-4 are allowed. 

The prior art neither teaches nor fairly suggests a method comprising selecting a 
row from a plurality of rows in a pixel array, opening a path between a first line having a 
first voltage and a bus through one or more row select transistors, selecting the row for 
reset, opening a path between a second line having a second voltage and the bus 
through one or more reset enable transistors, the second voltage being higher than the 
first voltage, and providing the second voltage to the one or more row select transistors, 
as claimed in Claim 1. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jacqueline Wilson whose telephone number is (703) 
308-5080. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am-5:00pm (alternate 
Fridays off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wendy Garber can be reached on (703) 305-4929. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
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For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

JBW 
08/31/04 



